
R SE ECY LC

 SAF NO TAY  T C

N R

U U

O Z

C

ZEROWASTE ewsN

Page 2

A publication for County of Santa Cruz GreenWaste Recovery 
Multi-Family Residence Customers  |  Summer 2019

Is this the end of recycling?
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Waste Not, Want Not
Zero waste lifestyle isn't radical. It's based on one simple 

principle: Waste nothing.  Back in the day, it would be 

considered outrageous to spend hard earned money on 

things that you threw away. There is a belief that throwing 

things away is more convenient, but it's not. 

Zero waste living is a necessity and our future depends on 

it. Working towards zero waste just takes a few changes 

in your shopping and reuse habits. Once in practice you 

won't even know the difference.

NOPE! Recycling is not dead, and it's 
not going away. It is, however, an 

extraordinarily tough time for the recycling 

industry.  Experts say the market is the worst 

they've seen, but recycling is needed more than 

ever. Programs to increase recycling and 

composting can be among the most cost-

effective actions local communities can take to 

reduce GHG (greenhouse gas emissions). There 

is no future without recycling; recycled materials 

help prevent use of virgin resources and help 

sustain the environment for future generations.

GreenWaste Recovery has been fortunate to 

continue to find domestic and foreign markets 

for recyclables taken to the San Jose Material 

Recovery Facility, where we process materials 

you place in your blue container. Check out 

GreenWaste's state-of-the-art recycling facility 

here: 

www.bulkhandlingsystems.com/greenwaste-

recovery-opens-90-tph-mixed-waste-mrf/

Is this the end of recycling?
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Recycling Contamination - Why does it matter?

Wishful Recycling? 
When in doubt, 
throw is out

What about 
that pizza box?

Contamination happens when non-recyclable items are mixed in with recyclables items or when recyclable 

items contain liquid or food residue. Contamination is one of the reasons there has been such a dramatic 

change in global recycling. Contaminated recyclables can cause materials that could have been recycled to be 

landfilled. Recycling is the feedstock to make new products—clean, uncontaminated recyclables ensures those 

materials are processed and turned into new items. 

Contaminants in recycling carts include: 

• Food waste, oil, and grease

• Containers with liquid inside (please keep dry 

and clean; cap on empty plastic bottles)

• Household hazardous waste such as batteries, 

auto fluids, propane tanks (recycle household 

batteries in zip lock bag on top recycling cart)

• Bio hazards (diapers, syringes, needles, sanitary 

products)

Wishful recycling -- also known 

as “aspirational recycling”-- is 

simply throwing something into 

the recycling bin hoping that it 

will be recycled. 

The most appropriate way to 

discard a pizza box is to trash 

the bottom soiled with oil and 

food.  If the top is clean, tear it 

off and place in the recycle bin. 

Rinse it!  
Before you recycle that 

beverage container, give it a 

quick rinse or leave upside down 

overnight. Excess liquid left in 

containers will contaminate 

papers in the recycling and 

render them non-recyclable. 
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To recycle right, consult your Green Waste Recovery Recycling Guide 

www.greenwaste.com/santa-cruz-county or visit www.santacruzcountyrecycle.org. 

Recycle Top

Landfill 
    Bottom



More than 1000 people pledged to the 5 R's “Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle, and Rot” during Earth Day event April 20th at San Lorenzo Park. 

Will you pledge too?  To help each pledger to refuse single-use 

disposables, the County of Santa Cruz presented them with either a 

stainless steel coffee cup or water bottle. They can “refuse” their coffee 

in paper cups and plastic lids and “refuse” plastic water bottles by 

refilling their own container. 

The Five R's Focus

 • Refuse - Just say no!  

 • Reduce - Don't impulse buy. Use multi-use, natural and homemade 

products.  

 • Reuse - Stop using disposable products. Use sustainable alternatives. 

Buy used. 

 • Recycle - Make sure it's clean and dry.

 • Rot - Turn your table scraps into compost. Look for classes in the fall 

on the County website.

In the June 9, 2019 Santa Cruz Sentinel article “Levels of plastic 
pollution in Monterey Bay rival those in Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch,” Paul Rogers explains that the plastic pollution is made 
up of tiny bits of debris floating from near the surface to 
thousands of feet underwater. Ocean animals are consuming 
these particles. Roughly 40 % of the particles detected are PET 
(polyethylene terephthalate) #1 plastic, found in common food 
and beverage container and other household items.  
Turn the tide on plastics by incorporating these actions into 
your daily life:

• Say no to straws. Or use a reusable straw.  

• Ditch single-use plastic water bottles. 

• Bring your own reusable bags to the store. 

• Avoid disposable coffee or beverage cups. Bring your own 
reusable coffee or water bottle. 

• Find locations to fill your water bottle at www.findtap.com.  

Earth Day Success 2019 
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Turn the tide on plastics

Over 1 million plastic bottles are purchased every minute and nearly 

80% of them end up in our landfills and oceans. At this rate, the 

amount of single-use plastic ending up in our oceans will outweigh 

fish by 2050, unless we make a change NOW. 

THE SINGLE-USE WATER BOTTLE PROBLEM
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We are shifting the responsibility of disposing problematic 

products from cities/counties to producers where recycling no 

longer covers the costs of collection and processing.  Cities 

have no influence over whether products are made to be 

recycled.  Manufactures must take more responsibility for 

funding the collection and recycling of their materials.  The 

price you pay at the counter must begin to cover their full cost 

of the product, including the costs to recycle it at the end of 

life.  In California, manufacturers already pay for recycling and 

disposal of carpet, mattresses, drugs and sharps, paint, and 

more!  Watch for more programs like this soon.

Extended Producer Responsibility 

Zero Waste Education
Cabrillo College Sustainable Energy class' 2019 final 

project was a Zero Waste Program to help others 

understand our relationship with energy and how we 

can change if for the good of the planet. This class 

took a tour of our Buena Vista Landfill in May to learn 

how the County needs the community to help strive 

towards Zero Waste. 

Ocean Cleanup
Another class leader arranged for their group to be 

sponsored for a Shore Cleanup in April near the KSCO 

radio station. Look at what they found in the picture 

above! You too can organize a Cleanup at your 

favorite park, back yard, or community area, complete 

an audit of what you collected and take a picture!     

To dispose of your findings, use your personal 

GreenWaste service carts, take it to the landfill or 

arrange for a special pick-up from GreenWaste 

Recovery for a fee.

Water bottle caps and other “micro trash” can be 

found when taking a deeper look.  You can prevent 

this from making its way to the ocean and into our 

food supply! Be prepared with rubber gloves, bags to 

collect the trash, and keep your eyes open for trash in 

any size. Have adult guidance for what not to pick up 

or touch. One group found more than 1000 caps on a 

multi-use field. Let us know what you find! 

DPW379@santacruzcounty.us.  If  you are interested 

in volunteering, contact Save Our Shores at 

www.saveourshores.org/eventscalendar/

Zero Waste News | Summer 2019

Cabrillo is at it again – and we love it!! 
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Recycling Resources 
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Recycle Information Line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-454-2333

•  What and where to recycle (recorded messages)

Curbside Refuse, Recycling 
and Yard Waste Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-665-2209  

 (operated by GreenWaste Recovery) 
www.greenwaste.com/santa-cruz-county

•  Begin new service

•  Report missed recycling or trash service

•  Request delivery or removal of carts

•  Obtain oil recycling jugs

County Public Works Dept.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-454-2160

 www.santacruzcountyrecycles.org 

•  Apartments and business recycling inquiries

•  Complaints, compliments or suggestions

•  Report roadside trash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-477-3999

Household Hazardous Waste. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-454-2606

   (recorded messages)

•  Schedule for free disposal

•  Non-hazardous alternatives

•  Free surplus paint

Composting Resources
www.compostsantacruzcounty.org

Questions? 
Call the County Outreach Team. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-454-2160

Buena Vista Landfill & Recycling Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-454-5153

•  Recorded information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-454-2430

 1231 Buena Vista Drive, Watsonville 95076
Open Mon-Sat 7:30-3:30
HHW Facility - Open Wed, Fri & Sat 7:30-3:30

Ben Lomond Transfer Station & Recycling Center . . . . . . . . 831-336-3951

•  Recorded information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  831-454-2430

 9835 Newell Creek Road, Ben Lomond 95005
Open Mon-Sat 7:30-3:30
HHW Facility - Open Thursdays 7:30-3:30

California Grey Bears Recycling Centers . . . . . . . . 831-479-1055 ext. 235

 Mid County, 2710 Chanticleer Avenue, Santa Cruz 95065
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Open 7:30-3:45 daily

Buena Vista Landfill - Open Mon-Sat 7:30-3:30

 Ben Lomond Transfer Station - Open Mon-Sat 7:30-3:30

City of Santa Cruz Resource Recovery Facility 
& Recycling Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-420-6270

• Open to unincorporated county residents in Davenport 
and Bonny Doon only

 605 Dimeo Lane, Santa Cruz 95060
Open Mon-Sat 7:30-3:30
HHW Facility - Open Saturdays 7:30-3:30
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SAVE THE DATE!

California Coastal 
Cleanup Day 

Saturday, September 21, 2019

For more info go to 
www.saveourshores.org
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