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AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

his ol b loselvrelated_and_required
srdthe— e e lenn e

The requirements for a Safety Element are established
by State Planning law (Section 65302 g) as follows:

“A safety element for the protection of the
community from any unreasonable risks associated
with the effects of seismically induced surface
rupture, ground shaking, ground failure, tsunami,
seiche, and dam failure; slope instability leading to
mudslides and landslides; subsidence and other
geologic hazards known to the legislative body;
flooding; and wildland and urban fires. The safety
element shall include mapping of known seismic
and other geologic hazards. It shall also address
evacuation routes, peakload water supply
requirements, and minimum road widths and
clearances around structures, as those items relate
to identified fire and geologic hazards.

To the extent that a county’s safety element is
sufficiently detailed and contains appropriate
policies and programs for adoption by a city, a city
may adopt that portion of the county’s safety
element that pertains to the city’s planning area in
satisfaction of the requirement imposed by this
subdivision.
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Each county and city shall submit to the
Division of Mines and Geology of the Department
of Conservation one copy of the safety element and
any technical studies used for developing the safety
element.”

Fhe-requirements—fora Noise Elemeﬂf e esmb{*shed

2/14/20: Noise policies are now found in Chapter
9: Noise, which was created with Resolution 197-
2019. The Public Safety Element is in the process
of being comprehensively updated, but updates to
this chapter have not yet been approved. In the
meantime, noise element requirements, policies
and programs in chapter 6 are indicated with
strike-out.
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Santa Cruz County General Plan

SUMMARY

The goals, objectives, policies and programs of this
chapter are derived from the necessity to protect the
community from natural hazards, as well as from
hazards produced from the built environment. This
chapter is divided into sections based on the particular
hazards.

The Seismic Hazards section addresses geologic review
requirements for development within designated fault
zones. The second section addresses policies relating to
slope stability. This section includes specific policies on
Coastal Bluffs and Beaches as well as general
requirements for when geologic review is required. The
third section on Erosion is closely related to slope
stability and addresses the need for drainage and
erosion control plans for all development and sets forth
standards for the prevention of erosion and siltation.

The policies of the Flood Hazards section require new
development to be located outside of the flood hazard
area, wherever possible.

The Fire Hazards section is the last section relating to
natural hazards and establishes road standards and
development requirements for fire protection.

The section on Hazardous and Toxic materials outlines
the objectives and policies which relate to the
management of hazardous wastes, and also outlines the
County’s desire to minimize the use and dissemination
into the environment of hazardous and toxic materials
generally.

The Hazardous Waste Management section addresses
the siting of hazardous waste facilities as required by
the Hazardous Waste Management Plan.

An Electric and Magnetic Fields section has be
included, which sets forth policies for development near
high voltage electric power transmission and
distribution lines which could create health hazards.

H*e’ section-onNoise includes policies *e}a“.ﬁg. totand

Substantial background data on these hazards are
available in chapter 5, Resources and Hazards, of the
General Plan Update Background Report (1991)
covering the urban area, and in the Technical Appendix
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(1991) as well as various specialized studies and
planning documents (see references).

GOALS

The overall goals guiding the Public Safety andNeise
Element is are as follows:

e Public Health and Safety (LCP): To protect
human life, private property and the environment,
and to minimize public expenses by preventing
inappropriate use and development or location of
public facilities and infrastructure in those areas
which, by virtue of natural dynamic processes or
proximity to other activities, present a potential
threat to the public health, safety and general
welfare.
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Chapter 6: Public Safety

Policies

6.8.1

6.8.2

6.8.3

6.8.4

Prudent Avoidance

In regard to exposure of electric and magnetic fields, the policy of the County of Santa Cruz is one of “prudent
avoidance.” Prudent avoidance assumes that exposure to electric and magnetic fields may present a health risk.
The policies in this section shall apply to residential land divisions or other new discretionary development and
other sensitive land uses, not including development of one single-family dwelling on an existing lot of record.

Measuring Ambient Magnetic Fields

Require the measurement of the ambient magnetic fields for all residential land divisions or other new
discretionary development (not including development of one single-family dwelling on an existing lot of
record) where such property is within 150 feet of 21 kv or greater transmission or distribution powerlines of the
electric power delivery system. The measurements should delineate the area on the site where the magnetic field
is above the level at which potential health effects may exist, based on the then current state of scientific
knowledge.

Development Mitigation Measures

Utilize the following techniques to minimize exposure to potentially hazardous electric and magnetic fields

from electric powerlines.

(a) Site Planning — Locate and/or cluster habitable building envelopes away from the potentially hazardous
electric and magnetic fields consistent with the current state of scientific knowledge.

(b) Underground the Powerline — Reduce the electric and magnetic fields by undergrounding powerlines in a
metallic pipe or other appropriate insulator.

(c) Reconfigure the Powerline — Reconfigure lines and conductors in transmission or distribution lines to
achieve significant cancellation of the electric and magnetic fields near the ground.

New Transmission and Distribution Facilities

The siting of new transmission and distribution powerlines and substations shall minimize electric and magnetic
fields near existing sensitive areas, residential uses, existing areas of high electric and magnetic field exposure,
and areas of future development. Public exposure to electric and magnetic fields shall not be increased where
practical alternatives exist.

Programs
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a. Work with PG&E and other relevant private and public organizations to maintain EMF informational
handouts and reference lists for public education. (Responsibility: Planning Department, Board of
Supervisors)

b. Identify those areas where a potential hazard from exposure to electric and magnetic fields exist by

mapping the location of the transmission lines, distribution lines, and substations in the County.
(Responsibility: Planning Department)
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NOISE

Objective 6.9a Noise Environment
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Objective 6.10 Ground Transportation
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Objective 6.11 Air Transportation
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