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SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE 

Thursday, March 6, 2025, 3:00 – 4:12 pm 

Watsonville Civic Plaza – City Council Chambers 

275 Main Street Watsonville CA 95076 

Enter from top floor of building or parking structure 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 

1) Welcome and Quorum Verification: Quorum present in the room and County alternate Sandy 

Brown; acting chair called the meeting to order at 3:00. Staff called roll and meeting attendance 

was noted as follows: 

• Voting Members/Alternates Present: Sandy Brown (County, alternate/acting chair), Felipe 

Hernandez (County, vice-chair (arrived late) elected 2025 chair), Jacob Guth (County, citizen rep 

(arrived late), Bob Nelson (Santa Cruz), Leslie O’Malley (Santa Cruz, alternate), Will Smith 

(Watsonville), Tami Stolzenthaler (Watsonville, alternate). 

• Non-voting Members/Alternates Present: Allan Timms (Scotts Valley, online no “just cause”), Ari 

Parker (Watsonville, not yet sworn, elected 2025 vice-chair), Erika Senyk (Capitola, not yet sworn), 

Antonio Banderas (Watsonville, alternate not yet sworn). 

• Members/Alternates Absent: Justin Cummings (County), Ramon Gomez (County, alternate), Scott 

Newsome (Santa Cruz), Rene Golder (Santa Cruz, alternate), Alexander Pedersen (Capitola, 

alternate), Rodolfo Onchi (Scotts Valley, alternate). 

• Task Force Staff Present: Beau Hawksford (County), Kasey Kolassa (County), Darcy Pruitt 

(County)  

• Agency Staff Present: Mary Ann LoBalbo (County), Christina Horvat (County), Bret Williamson 

(County), Carolyn Burke (County online), Julian Gonzalez (Watsonville). 

• Guests Present: Juan Castillo (GreenWaste Recovery), Laura Chain (CalRecycle online), Claudia 

Reyes (GreenWaste Recovery online), Claudia Villalta-Mejia (Environmental Innovations online), 

Jackeline Castorena (Environmental Innovations online). 

 

2) Select 2025 Officers: Members discussed nomination of officers. A. Parker put forward Felipe 

Hernandez as Chair for 2025. T. Stolzenthaler put forward A. Parker as Vice-Chair for 2025. S. 

Brown called for other nominations. No other nominations were forthcoming. S. Brown called for a 

joint motion to elect Felipe Hernandez Chair and Ari Parker Vice-Chair. T. Stolzenthaler made the 

motion and S. Brown seconded. S. Brown called for a voice vote confirmed the unanimous election of 

Felipe Hernandez as Chair and Ari Parker as Vice-Chair for 2025. F. Hernandez, who arrived during 

the election of officers, took over chair duties from S. Brown. 

 

3) Oral communications – Public: No public communications were received from meeting participants 

either in the room or online. 

 

4) Oral communications - Task Force members/alternates: No communications were received from 

Task Force members or alternates either in the room or online. 

 

5) Approve Meeting Minutes – B. Nelson made a motion to approve the December 5, 2024 meeting 

minutes, T. Stolzenthaler seconded the motion. Chair Hernandez called for a voice vote from 

members present at the December meeting. The minutes were unanimously approved.    

 

6) Jurisdictional Updates – County staff provided an update on the Buena Vista Landfill 

Redevelopment project outlining the need for the project to continue waste handling activities at the 
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Buena Vista site and the timeline for projected landfill closure, which could be as early as 2028. The 

County’s Environmental Impact Report is in preparation and is expected to be released for review in 

late summer 2025.  

 

County staff announced the award of two CalRecycle grants to County and partner jurisdictions.  

(1) County, City of Santa Cruz, and Santa Cruz Harbor received a $100K grant to be managed by 

California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) to collect and dispose of explosive marine 

flares. CPSC will also educate boaters and provide incentives to replace single use explosive 

marine flares with reusable marine electronic distress signals. 

(2) County received a $158K grant to replace failing hazardous materials storage buildings at the 

Ben Lomond and Buena Vista Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facilities owned by the 

County and shared with the cities of Capitola, Santa Cruz, and Scotts Valley.      

 

7) Staff presentation on AB 2346 Organic Waste Reduction Regulations (Attachment B) – Tami 

Stolzenthaler, Watsonville Public Works Senior Environmental Projects Analyst provided an 

overview on the changes that AB 2346 will make to SB1383 procurement compliance. Under SB 

1383, only four procurement products were identified to fulfill local procurement targets (mulch, 

compost, renewable gas, and electricity from biomass conversion). AB 2346 expands the procurement 

options by allowing procurement credit for five additional reuse methods (mandates for 3rd party use 

of recycled organic waste, on farm/community compost production, on-site mulch production and use 

(with ordinance), food recovery, investments in compost and mulch infrastructure (through 2035)). 

AB 2346 also allows jurisdiction to alter their procurement compliance reporting from annual 

reporting to 5-year reporting. Presentation slides are provided as Attachment A.  

 

8) Countywide Waste Characterization Study – County staff provided a summary on the uses of 

waste characterization studies and the possibility to use local study results to change edible food and 

organic waste capacity requirements under SB 1383 and/or procurement targets under AB 2346. Staff 

outlined CalRecycle study methodology requirements if jurisdictions want to make adjustments under 

either SB 1383 or AB 2346. County staff also provided some cost and methodology information on 

the County’s 2018 study for perspective, including areas where the required CalRecycle methodology 

to make capacity planning and procurement adjustments are likely to be more costly than the 

County’s 2018 study. Members asked questions about study timeline. Staff responded that there is no 

required timeline, but the County’s franchise agreement includes cost recovery that would reduce 

costs for County. Members discussed the potential for countywide collaboration and directed staff to 

obtain additional information and discuss collaboration on a waste characterization RFP at a staff 

level. Presentation slides are provided as Attachment B. 

 

9) CRV Update – County staff provided further information on CRV changes related to SB 1013 

implementation: including labeling requirements for beverage containers added to the program by SB 

1013 (effective date 7/1/2025) and the 60 days beverage dealers have to establish a dealer cooperative 

or to redeem CRV in store once the store is no longer served by a CRV redemption center (effective 

1/1/2025 and the date CRV Redemption center closes). Presentation slides are provided as 

Attachment C. 

 

10) Code Update Discussion – Implementation of SB 1053 (Blakespear 2024). Staff provided an update 

on changes after passage of SB 1053 that will affect bag reduction ordinances in the county after State 

law that will change the definition of a “recycled paper bag” to contain 50% post-consumer recycled 

materials on 1/1/2028. This replaces the State’s current definition of 40% post-consumer recycled 

content. The law also will eliminate the use of all film plastic bags within California. Presentation 

slides are provided as Attachment D. 
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11) Legislative Update (Attachment D) – County staff provided a brief overview of new bills 

introduced in the 2025/2026 legislative cycle affecting solid waste, recycling, edible food, organic 

waste, waste diversion, universal waste, hazardous materials management, and related topics. Staff 

highlighted proposed bills on end-of-life EV Battery management as well as proposals related to 

composting and carbon sequestration.  

 

12) Call for next meeting agenda items: Members suggested the following items for future meetings - 

a. Presentation from GreenWaste Recovery on the services they provide as franchise hauler 

and other roll off services. 

b. Recycling markets and what really happens to items sent for recycling. 

c. Report back on staff research/discussion re countywide waste characterization 

collaboration.   

 

13) Chair Hernandez adjourned the meeting at 4:12. 
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SECTION 1. Article 1 (commencing with Section 42279) is added to Chapter 5.3 of Part 3 of Division 30 

of the Public Resources Code, to read: 

Article  1. Legislative Findings and Declarations 

42279. (a) The Legislature finds and declares both of the following: 

(1) In November 2016, voters approved Proposition 67, a statewide referendum to uphold Senate Bill 270 

(Chapter 850 of the Statutes of 2014) that banned single-use carryout bags. As a result, most grocery 

stores, retail stores with a pharmacy, convenience food stores, foodmarts, and liquor stores no longer 

provide single-use, lightweight, plastic carryout bags to their customers at the point of sale. 

(2) Senate Bill 270 (Chapter 850 of the Statutes of 2014) allowed the use of thicker plastic carryout bags 

that were deemed reusable if they met specified standards. These thicker plastic carryout bags were not 

generally reused by consumers and resulted in an increased amount of plastic and plastic waste. 

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to do all of the following: 

(1) Support and reflect the will of California voters who voted to ban the distribution of plastic carryout 

bags at stores. 

(2) Incentivize California consumers to bring their own reusable bag for carrying out store purchases, 

with stores encouraging and supporting this practice, which will reduce the costly and wasteful practice of 

relying on store-provided carryout bags. 

(3) Support sustainable and thriving communities and natural environments that are not burdened with 

pollution from plastic production nor littered with plastic waste. 

(4) Eliminate plastic film carryout bags from grocery store distribution and increase the recycling of paper 

carryout bags. 

(5) Reduce the proliferation of plastic pollution by eliminating the existing provision of law that allows 

plastic film carryout bags to be distributed as reusable bags under the state’s bag ban. 

… 

SEC. 4. Section 42280 is added to the Public Resources Code, to read: 

42280. For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

(a) (1) “Carryout bag” means a bag of plastic, paper, or other material that is provided by a store to a 

customer at the point of sale for the purpose of carrying purchased goods and that is not a recycled paper 

bag. 

(2) A carryout bag does not include any of the following: 

(A) A bag provided by a pharmacy pursuant to Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 4000) of Division 2 

of the Business and Professions Code to a customer purchasing a prescription medication. 

(B) A nonhandled bag used to protect a purchased item from damaging or contaminating other purchased 

items when placed in a recycled paper bag or a compostable plastic bag. 

(C) A precheckout bag, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 42281.2. 
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(D) A nonhandled bag that is designed to be placed over articles of clothing on a hanger, such as a 

garment bag used in dry cleaning or laundry services. 

(b) “Department” means the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery. 

(c) “Point of sale” means a place where purchased goods may be transferred to a customer, including, but 

not limited to, a checkout counter, self-checkout kiosk, in-store pickup, curbside delivery, and home 

delivery. 

(d) “Postconsumer recycled material” means a material that would otherwise be destined for solid waste 

disposal, having completed its intended end use and product life cycle. Postconsumer recycled material 

does not include materials and byproducts generated from, and commonly reused within, an original 

manufacturing and fabrication process. 

(e) “Recycled paper bag” means a paper carryout bag provided by a store to a customer at the point of 

sale that meets all of the following requirements: 

(1) Is accepted for recycling in curbside programs in a majority of households that have access to curbside 

recycling programs in the state. 

(2) Has printed on the bag the name of the manufacturer, the country where the bag was manufactured, 

and the percentage of postconsumer content. 

(3) (A) Contains a minimum of 50 percent postconsumer recycled materials. 

(B) The requirement in subparagraph (A) applies on and after January 1, 2028. 

(f) “Store” means a retail establishment that meets any of the following requirements: 

(1) A full-line, self-service retail store with gross annual sales of two million dollars ($2,000,000) or more 

that sells a line of dry groceries, canned goods, or nonfood items, and some perishable items. 

(2) Has at least 10,000 square feet of retail space that generates sales or use tax pursuant to the Bradley-

Burns Uniform Local Sales and Use Tax Law (Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 7200) of Division 2 of 

the Revenue and Taxation Code) and has a pharmacy licensed pursuant to Chapter 9 (commencing with 

Section 4000) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(3) Is a convenience food store, foodmart, or other entity that is engaged in the retail sale of a limited line 

of goods, generally including milk, bread, soda, and snack foods, and that holds a Type 20 or Type 21 

license issued by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 

(4) Is a convenience food store, foodmart, or other entity that is engaged in the retail sale of goods 

intended to be consumed off the premises, and that holds a Type 20 or Type 21 license issued by the 

Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 

(5) If not otherwise subject to paragraph (1), (2), (3), or (4), if the retail establishment voluntarily agrees 

to comply with the requirements imposed upon a store pursuant to this chapter, irrevocably notifies the 

department of its intent to comply with the requirements imposed upon a store pursuant to this chapter, 

and complies with the requirements established pursuant to Section 42284. 

(g) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2026. 

… 
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SEC. 10. Section 42283 is added to the Public Resources Code, to read: 

42283. (a) Except as provided in subdivisions (b) and (c), a store shall not provide, distribute, or sell a 

carryout bag at the point of sale. 

(b) (1) A store may make available for purchase at the point of sale a recycled paper bag but shall not sell 

a recycled paper bag for less than ten cents ($0.10) in order to ensure that the cost of providing a recycled 

paper bag is not subsidized by a consumer who does not require that bag. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, a store that makes recycled paper bags available for purchase at the 

point of sale shall provide a recycled paper bag at no cost at the point of sale to a customer using a 

payment card or voucher issued by the California Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, 

Infants, and Children pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 123275) of Chapter 1 of Part 2 of 

Division 106 of the Health and Safety Code or an electronic benefit transfer card issued pursuant to 

Section 10072 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(c) A store may provide at the point of sale a carryout bag that meets the requirements of subparagraph 

(A), (B), or (D) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 42280. 

(d) A store shall not require a customer to use, purchase, or accept a recycled paper bag or a compostable 

bag as a condition of sale of any product. 

(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2026. 

… 

SEC. 12. Section 42283.5 is added to the Public Resources Code, to read: 

42283.5. (a) A store, as defined in paragraph (5) of subdivision (f) of Section 42280, shall comply with 

the same requirements of Section 42283 that are imposed upon a store, as defined in paragraphs (1) to (4), 

inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 42280. 

(b) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2026. 

… 

SEC. 15. Section 42284 is added to the Public Resources Code, to read: 

42284. (a) A retail establishment not specifically required to comply with the requirements of this chapter 

is encouraged to reduce its distribution of carryout bags. 

(b) Pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (5) of subdivision (f) of Section 42280, any retail 

establishment that is not a “store,” that provides the department with the irrevocable written notice as 

specified in subdivision (c), shall be regulated as a “store” for the purposes of this chapter. 

(c) The irrevocable written notice shall be dated and signed by an authorized representative of the retail 

establishment, and shall include the name and physical address of all retail locations covered by the 

notice. The department shall acknowledge receipt of the notice in writing and shall specify the date the 

retail establishment will be regulated as a “store,” which shall not be less than 30 days after the date of the 

department’s acknowledgment. The department shall post on its internet website, organized by county, 

the name and physical location or locations of each retail establishment that has elected to be regulated as 

a “store.” 

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2026. 


