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SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 
INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE 

 Thursday, March 5, 2026, 3:00 – 4:45 pm 
Scotts Valley City Hall – Council Chambers 

1 Civic Center Drive, Scotts Valley CA 95066 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

1) Welcome and Quorum Verification - Quorum was present in the room prior to the meeting start 
time. Both the chair and vice chair were absent and Sandy Brown, Santa Cruz County alternate, 
called the meeting to order at 3:00pm. Staff called roll and meeting attendance was noted as 
follows: 
  
Voting Members/Alternates Present: Sandy Brown (County alternate/volunteer chair) Jacob Guth 
(County, citizen rep), Erika Senyk (Capitola), Leslie O’Malley (Santa Cruz, alternate), Greg Wimp 
(Scotts Valley), Antonio Banderas (Watsonville, alternate), Tami Stolzenthaler (Watsonville, 
alternate). 
Members/Alternates Present but Not Voting: Claudia Villalta-Mejia (County, citizen rep 
alternate – not voting because member present) 
Members/Alternates Absent: Justin Cummings (County), Felipe Hernandez (County, chair), 
Ramon Gomez (County, alternate), Susan Westman (Capitola, alternate), Bob Nelson (Santa Cruz), 
Scott Newsome (Santa Cruz), Rene Golder (Santa Cruz, alternate), Rodolfo Onchi (Scotts Valley, 
alternate), Ari Parker (Watsonville, vice chair), Will Smith (Watsonville). 
Task Force Staff Present: Beau Hawksford (County), Kasey Kolassa (County - online), Darcy 
Pruitt (County)  
Agency Staff Present: Bret Williamson (County-online), Christina Horvat (County), Mary Ann 
LoBalbo (County), Mindy Esqueda (Scotts Valley). 
Guests Present: E. Jacob Somera (Terranova Bioremediation, guest presenter), Jakki Castorena-
Davila (Environmental Innovations, guest presenter), Laura Chain (CalRecycle–online). 

 
2) Oral communications – Public: No oral communications received from the public. 

 
3) Oral communications - Task Force members/alternates: No oral communications received from 

members/alternates. 
 

4) Review Meeting Minutes – Jacob Guth made a motion to approve the December 4, 2025 meeting 
minutes. Antonio Banderas seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
5) Jurisdictional Updates – Watsonville and the County provided updates to the Task Force:  

 
a. Watsonville provided information on its progress to update the city’s bag reduction 

ordinance. Watsonville’s City Council approved the ordinance amendments proposed by 
the Task Force and the ordinance is in effect. 

b. County staff provided brief updates.  
i. The County’s Waste Characterization Study samples were collected in the week 

of February 6th. SCS Engineers submitted a draft report and County staff are 
reviewing the draft report. 

ii. The County applied for and was awarded a Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
Construction Grant for $250,000 dollars to offset some of the costs of HHW 
collection facility upgrades planned as part of the Ben Lomond Transfer Station 
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Project. The Ben Lomond project is scheduled to begin in June 2026 and will 
benefit all county residents that share use of the Ben Lomond HHW facilities.  

iii. The County’s Buena Vista HHW collection facility has begun accepting end-of-
life solar panels by appointment. The program is fee based and includes a state-
mandated 220 lbs. per visit acceptance limit. The program accepts both broken 
($100/panel) and intact ($65/panel) solar panels. Charges cover the County’s 
packaging and disposal costs. Solar panels are classed as universal waste because 
they contain heavy metals and must be handled by a certified hauler. The 
County’s program is intended to reduce the number of illegally dumped solar 
panels throughout the County. 

 
6) Guest Presentation on Polyurethane Recycling and Circularity (Attachment 1) – Jacob Somera 

of startup TerraNova Bioremediation made a presentation to the Task Force on TerraNova’s 
research and development (R&D) work to create a true loop for polyurethane feedstock 
development and circularity to shift production from a petrochemical based disposable product to 
renewable feedstock through the reuse of waste materials that can be reused again and again.  
 
Current polyurethane production focuses on either production from oil extraction or single step 
recycling that focuses on obtaining a renewable feedstock but does not provide for circularity. 
TerraNova is in an advanced R&D stage to recycle plastic waste (Monomer A - polymines) and 
organic waste (Monomer B- polycyclic carbonate) to make the two materials needed to make 
recycled polyurethane from waste products (plastics and organic waste). 
 
TerraNova has developed the processes necessary to use fungi to ferment the two waste streams 
needed to make the two monomers needed. They are working with regional manufacturers to 
optimize and scale up their fermentation process to develop market ready raw materials. Their goal 
is to divert waste and reduce the need for off-shore drilling. TerraNova seeks to develop 
local/regional waste diversion partnerships to obtain waste materials that can be fermented into the 
raw materials needed by chemical manufacturers to produce new polyurethane products. 
 
City of Watsonville, City of Santa Cruz, and County agreed to provide contact information and 
support TeraNova’s R&D work by providing the waste materials needed to scale their fermentation 
processes. 

 
7) Reusable Dishware Discussion (Attachment 2) – Jakki Castorena-Davila of provided an in-depth 

overview of the issues to introduce reusable dishware at scale that should be considered before 
deciding to implement a mandatory reusable dishware ordinance. The presentation provided an 
overview of the information given to the Task Force in December. Jakki also provided additional 
information on different dishwashing models and the costs to implement an on-site model.  
 
The primary reason to focus on reuseable dishware is that it offers a reliable, cost-saving way to 
reduce single use plastic waste, especially for dine-in service. Many food service providers already 
use some reusable items, adding more reusable dishware is easy to scale with the right kind of 
support, and offers a straightforward program to food service providers. 

 
The presentation included new information on three (3) reusable dishwashing models that support 
reusable dishware programs:  
• Onsite dishwashing model - most common choice to incorporate dishwashing machines and 

staff to wash dishes where they’re used. Most resilient and efficient since the system (dishes, 
staff, place of use) is centralized and not impacted by outside forces. 

• Centralized dishwashing model - commercial dishwasher at a central location where staff 
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collect used dishware, wash it, and return it sterilized for reuse. Works well for centralized 
kitchens that deliver food and backhaul dishes w/no added trips. 

• Offsite Model – Kitchen hires third-party dishwashing service to collect used dishware to 
wash offsite and return for reuse. Expensive but good when onsite dishwasher isn’t feasible. 

 
The presentation included sample costs for on-site dishwashing at a school site that serves 300 meals/ 
day (54,000 meals/year). The initial one-time investment cost estimate to purchase the dishwasher, dish 
washing support equipment, dish collection station equipment and stainless steel reusable dishware 
($31,588), ongoing annual costs for added labor, dishwasher maintenance, dish soap, utilities, and 
replacement dishware ($4,757) and ongoing annual savings for avoided costs to buy disposable 
dishware and pay for waste hauling ($5,880). 
 
The presentation also covered options to use services that wash reusable dishware off site for large 
venues, schools, and other sites where dishwashing on-site doesn’t work. While off-site models are the 
most expensive to operate long-term, they avoid significant startup costs seen in on-site dishwashing 
models. 

 
8) SB 54 Update (Attachment 3) – County Staff walked through the SB 54 needs assessments that 

were published at the beginning of 2026:  
• Source Reduction Baseline Survey – establishes the baseline weight and number of 

plastic covered materials sold into California in 2023 to set the 25% reduction target. 
• Collection, Processing & End Markets Studies -evaluates current infrastructure to 

manage covered material and the actions and investments needed to meet the recyclability, 
compostability, and recycling rates required by SB54. 

• Source Reduction & Material Design Studies - evaluates existing source reduction, reuse 
& refill infrastructure, covered material design considerations, and source reduction needed 
to meet SB 54 requirements. 

• Consumer Education & Access Study - evaluates local access to source reduction, 
reuse/refill, recycling, and composting services. Also assesses opportunities to improve 
local recycling & composting in a changing system. 
 

On January 1, 2026, CalRecycle published their SB 54 updated Covered Materials Category (CMC) list. 
The new CMC list includes recycling rates for all SB 54 covered materials or notes where insufficient 
information is available to calculate the current statewide recycling rate. Corrugated cardboard, white 
paper, and glass already meet or exceed the 65% recycling goal set by SB54. Metal containers, including 
aluminum and bimetal cans, are recycled less frequently at a rate between 40-45%. Most other covered 
materials, especially plastic, are recycled less than 20% of the time. 
 
On January 9, 2026, Cal Recycle withdrew proposed SB 54 regulation from the Office of Administrative 
Law’s review. Cal Recycle noted their plan to revise food and agricultural commodities packaging 
regulations. The prior regulations would have created a loophole allowing food and agricultural producers 
to use plastic packaging in the marketplace for those commodities that would undermine SB 54’s goals. 
 
On February 6, 2026, an Oregon federal trial court issued an injunction that may dismantle Oregon’s 
Plastic Packaging Extended Producer Responsibility [EPR] law on Constitutional grounds. The 
potentially conflicting requirements of Oregon’s and other state’s plastic packaging EPR laws could 
impermissibly affect interstate commerce. A major issue in the case is whether a state compel plastic 
producers to join a private Producer Responsibility Organization, accept non‑negotiable contracts, and 
submit to a fee‑setting process that is both opaque and changeable, without meaningful public oversight 
or recourse. Future case rulings could impact other EPR laws, like California’s SB 54. 
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9) SB 1053 Update (Attachment 4) – County Staff provided the status of County Code Chapter 5.48 

update. The proposed revisions discussed in the Task Force have received additional scrutiny when 
returned to County Counsel for review prior to delivery to the Board of Supervisors to request 
approval. County staff will provide additional updates once the counsel recommendations and text 
amendment proposals are complete.   

 
10) Legislative Update – County Staff provided an overview of bills passed and bills the passed 

through the legislature but were vetoed by the Governor in the 2025 legislative cycle. Two of the 
composting bills we were watching passed and became law: AB 411 which allows composting of 
certain livestock carcasses and AB 279 increases the size of permit exempt agricultural composting 
operations that meet specific feedstock, volume, and zoning requirements. Many of the bills we 
were watching languished in committee and may be taken up in 2026. These bills include AB 864 
which would require DTSC to develop rules to increase material recovery from solar photovoltaic 
panels and SB 377 which would require the Public Utilities Commission to work with the Air 
Resources Board to advance the development and use of biomethane. 

 
11) Call for meeting agenda items: Discussion re durables, SB 54 update, Portland’s 

deconstruction program 
 

12) Meeting Adjourned at 4:53 
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