Water Resources

All of our water resources-both streams and groundwater-are shared resources.
We all need to work together to better protect and manage our water resources because
we are all dependent on our limited water supply.

Santa Cruz County Major Water Purveyors
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Inadequate to meet demands during a drought water more effectively and to develop

and all the major groundwater basins in Santa additional sources of water, such as
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Overdraft means that more water is being pumped water. An Integrated Regional Water
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WATER CONSERVATION

Water is a precious natural resource that is
limited in Santa Cruz County. The most
cost-effective and environmentally sound way
to reduce our demand for water Is through
water conservation. Water conservation
Includes both how people use water and the

technology that reduces water use.

Conserving water is key to making our water
resources sustainable for the future. The
sustainable use of water means that the
withdrawal of freshwater from our streams
and groundwater aquifers does not exceed its

natural replacement rate.

Water conservation protects stream and
wetland habitats and reduces energy used for
water pumping, delivery and wastewater

treatment.

Water Conservation Tips

Replace old water wasting fixtures with:

e High efficiency toilets

e | ow-flow shower heads

e Aerators on sink faucets

e High efficiency clothes washing machines
e Automatic shut-off hose nozzle

In the garden:

Install native and drought tolerant
landscape plants

e Group plants according to water needs
e Use mulching material
e Use drip irrigation

More water conservation information
can be found at: www.h2ouse.org and
www.watersavingtips.org
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